
The Plants of Tomorrow 
 
 

“If you had a chance to either go back in the past or see the entire future beforehand, 

which would you choose?” That is a question that I have received quite often, yet to my surprise 

I have never ever changed my mind. As much as the past is a source of knowledge, a teacher, 

and a guardian of our history, humans tend to find newer and more effective ways to go back to 

it on a day-to-day basis. Yet, we cannot go forward to the future, or can we? Let’s take a dive 

into the immense future of very special organisms - the plants. 

Plants have been here long before any sign of human existence. Now, when we evaluate 

how people have changed throughout history, we also need to acknowledge the vast development 

that plants have experienced themselves. Today, we seek and do find ways to modify not only 

ourselves but our surroundings, and plants for that reason receive special attention. We have 

detected past presence of plants that no longer occupy our planet, but we have also been able to 

modify already existing species. We explore our potential to cause change, but we also have 

been able to observe their capability to undergo changes. The everyday news, statistics, and 

researches on newly discovered or freshly modified plants serve as a proof for a lot bigger 

purpose than just our power to reshape and reconstruct, they are a clear sign that we live on a 

place, which can resist and comply with our desire for expansion and progress - but for how 

long?  

Humans are capricious, and there is nothing bad about this, for as long as it keeps 

pushing us forward towards growth and advance. Yet, there are other species that also are not 

likely to give up their freedom and right over planet Earth, and for good or bad, we are in a very 

deep mutual relationship with them. Our everyday nutrition relies on plants; our clothing is often 

entirely plant-based; our shelter frequently depends on plant-derived materials. And yes, we do 

give a lot to plants as well. However, we have incredibly enlarged our knowledge on plants and 

keep on going. Doesn’t it seem very likely that they have been and would keep on doing the 

exact same thing. It is not that hard to assume that the plants of tomorrow would “know” as 



much about human activity and ability for imposing alterations as we know about their genome, 

structure, and behaviour. What could this all result in - an endless competition between human 

brain and nature, a point at which there is nothing more to learn, or maybe one side would win? 

Well, let’s take a look at each of this future human-plant scenarios.  

Anyone ready for a non-stop competition with their surroundings? I am not sure that we 

have ever been given the chance to question that. We find ways to settle down, plants figure out 

how to make use of the territory that we carefully process and even exhaust it; we start using 

plants for clothing industry, they figure out how to demand more and more human attention in 

order to reproduce. They find a way to multiply among humans, we figure out to cut them down, 

etc. and etc. Does this sound familiar? It should be, since that is what we have been doing for a 

very long time. But is that what awaits us behind the corner? 

Anyone ready to wake up one day and realize that there is nothing new that they can do 

or discover? Human civilization has used all of its jockers, and so has nature. Quite a sad 

scenario, yet we have already experienced such situations. When there is nothing left to discover 

about the plant next to you, you have always got the opportunity to modify and shift the things 

that you already own. We would alter the corn, the nature would shift the environment in which 

corn thrives. We would try to cultivate the newly rebelled specie, and it would answer with a 

hidden weapon. We would, and plants would, and we… Not quite long after that we would be 

left out with more or less a new-level competition. But is that what awaits us behind the corner?  

Anyone ready to get their hand lifted up, or having to sit on the bench from then on? 

Human brain versus nature would result in only one winner and one exact loser. As much as it 

would seem that neither side would prefer the latter, one of them would have to deal with it. But 

has it ever managed to do so? We have witnessed times when plants would suddenly become 

poisonous or hardly digestible, but we have also seen people destroying entire fields or woods. 

After drawing the line, there has never been a clear victory. Then what - we would keep on 

getting up and competing. But is that what awaits us behind the corner?  



Those three scenarios might seem to have very similar outcomes, yet are they the only 

possible scenarios? In the beginning, I invited you on a journey - now it is time for us to get on 

my track. 

 

I believe in a rather brighter future of our plants. Not one in which we have a winner, a 

defeat, or a subjugation. I believe that each finding that we make is because the plants have 

allowed us to do so, and each time plants comply with our modifications and discoveries is 

because of the mutual benefit that we experience. I called the future of the plants immense yet I 

find another word a lot more precise - symbiosis.  

  

 
 


